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From the Pastor, 

     How are you coping with the goings on in 

our world today?  Are you frustrated with the 

stock marketôs continuing fluctuations?  Do the 

prices in the food stores feel like a slap in the 

face every time you go to buy laundry 

detergent or chicken breasts?  How about the 

price of gasoline?  One day itôs $ 2.49 and the 

next itôs $ 2.79.  Every other day we seem to 

hear of another plant closing or a reduction in 

health care benefits. 

 Then there is the situation in the rest of 

the world.  Our soldiers remaining in Iraq and 

Afghanistan; North Korea threatening nuclear 

war; Iran quelling public unrest over 

questionable election results. 

 What are we to make of all this?  How 

are we to cope?  How can we make any sense 

of it?   

This is the same sort of predicament 

that the disciples found themselves in after 

Jesus had left them to return to God.  As they 

pondered their situation and wondered whether 

hiding out in secret was the thing to do, they 

remembered what Jesus had told them while he 

was still walking with them and teaching them 

about Godôs kingdom.  

 Jesus had told his disciples they would 

face problems in the world and said to them:  

ñé in me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 

overcome the world.ò (John 16:33) 

 And, they recalled another time Jesus 

told them:  ñPeace I leave with you; my peace I 

give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do 

not be afraid.ò  (John 14:27)  

 I am certain that the psalmistôs words in 

Psalm 29 also came to mind:  ñThe Lord gives 

strength to his people;  the Lord blesses his 

people with peace.ò 

 Of course they also received support 

from the Holy Spirit and were encouraged and 

emboldened to face the world  and its problems 

head on.  They left their hiding places and 

began telling others of the wonders of Christ 

and the message of love and peace that he 

brings.  

 Did the problems go away?  No, no 

more than our problems will go away today just 

because we are followers of Christ.  They donôt 

go away, but they become more bearable 

because of the wonderful, mysterious peace 

that Christ brings into our hearts. 

 When the worldôs problems seem 

almost insurmountable, one thing you can do is 

to turn to scripture for some help and comfort.  

It wonôt make your problems go away, but it 

just might help to bring some comfort to your 

mind. 

 Go to a quiet place and open the Bible 

to some favorite passage and meditate on it for 

ten or fifteen minutes.  Psalm 145 would be a 

good place to start if you donôt have a favorite.  

Read the verses David wrote in praise of God.  

Put yourself in the place of the psalmist and see 

yourself telling others about Godôs mighty acts.  

Spend some time thinking about the wonderful 

works of God in our world, in nature, and in 

your life.  Think of Godôs abundant goodness 

and, maybe even sing a verse or two of a hymn 

that is special to you. 



 Know that you are part of Godôs 

unending kingdom, a child of a faithful, loving 

God. 

 See you in church. 

 

 

Pastor John 

 

LETTER FROM  ELDER OF 

THE MONTH - ROBY HOTT  

We celebrate Independence Day in July and it 

is one of those holidays you cannot ignore.  

The random fireworks remind you each time 

you hear them that something special is 

happening.  Independence Day is really the 

birthday of the United States of America and is 

worthy of the celebration.   

 

July is also a time when families celebrate 

families by attending reunions or graduation 

celebrations or just visiting with those in 

different towns.  We gather to share familiar 

food and stories from our lives that give 

comfort and smiles.  We remember those who 

canôt be with us and welcome new family 

members with joy and anticipation. 

 

So as you celebrate this birthday, remember 

and be thankful for those who serve to keep our 

country safe and free and those brave men and 

women who wrote the Declaration of 

Independence and believed in the possibilities 

of a free and independent group of states that 

became our great country. 

 

 
 

  

 

_____________________ 

ELDERS ON CALL FOR JULY 

The elders on call for July:  

  
Roby Hott ï 947-0369 

 

_____________________ 
 

ATTENTION ALL 

SESSION MEMBERS 
The July Session Meeting is Thursday, 

July 9th at 7pm 

______________________ 

Minute for Mission  

from Terry Null   

 

 

 

BACK PACK ATTACK!!!!!  

JULY 12 -31, 2009  

Hancock County children need your 
support!  Please donate school supplies 
to help hundreds of children in need be 
more successful in school.  Supplies 
will be distributed to all 11 elementary 
and six middle/intermediate schools in 
Hancock Co before school starts. 
 
This is an initiative of United Way of 
Central Indianaôs Hancock County office 
and Youth as Resources program. 
 
Supplies Needed are:  * Priority Items 
Crayons* (8, 16 and 24 packs) 
Scissors* 
Glue sticks* 
Dry erase markers* 
Pocket folders* 
Backpacks* 
Watercolor paints* 
Pens (no gel) 
Pencils 



Colored Pencils 
Zippered pencil pouches 
Spiral Notebooks (no college rule) 
Non-Spiral Notebooks 
Notebook paper 
Rulers  
Erasers 
Markers 
Tissues 
Paper towels 
Ziploc bags 
Flash Cards 
Post-it Notes 
Disinfection wipes 
1ò binders 
3ò X 5ò index cards 
4ò X 6ò index cards 
Composition books  
______________________________________ 

 

ATTENDANCE AND O FFERING FOR 

May/June 2009  

May 31   Attendance 54   Offering $ 629.45 

June   7   Attendance 69   Offering $3618.00 

June 14   Attendance 74   Offering $1333.00 

June 21   Attendance 53   Offering $1583.00 

June 28   Attendance 50   Offering $  813.00 

 

GREETERS FOR JULY 
 

June Caldwell and Myrtle Bray 

 

July Birthdays 
 

7/01    Gail Mathews 

7/02    Frank Chandler 

7/03    Martha Simonsen 

7/04    Bob Stansifer 

7/04    Abby Winters 

7/20    Eleanor Pike 

7/20    Deon Hersberger 

7/22    Jill Lyon 

7/30    Mac McCleerey 

7/31    Elaine Holloway 

 

 

July Anniversaries 
 

7/07 Deon and Sheila Hersberger 

7/15 Dave and Karen Huffman 

7/23 Dennis and Pat Whitson 

 

 

SOCIAL HOUR  
We need people to help bake, serve 

and clean up after the Coffee Hour which 

we have every Sunday following the 

Worship Service.  

 

Remember this should be something simple, 

it does not have to be a meal.  

 

We all enjoy a sample of our hostessôs 

favorite recipes. 

 

 

 

CHURCH PICNIC  

 
 

We will have a summer church picnic on 
Sunday, July 12th.  Drinks will be 
furnished. 
 
Bring your favorite picnic food to share. 
 
(Weôll be in the church basement ï so no 
ants!!!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

The following poem was presented by 
Merri Null (written by Jill Null) at church on 
June 29th. 
 

The VBS Diary 
We followed wise men on a Monday 
A star showed us the way 
We learned to worship Jesus 
And we got to eat parfait. 
 
Jesus healed the lepers Tuesday 
We shouted praise to Him. 
We ran the obstacle course and ate 
sômores 
Thanks to Jean and Kim. 
 
We found an empty tomb on Wednesday 
We were saved from sinôs disaster 
We celebrated in the pool  
And even soaked our pastor. 
 
Jesus came alive on Thursday 
We tossed beach balls in a sheet 
We proclaimed the resurrection 
By parading down the street. 
 
Thank you Katherine, Myrtle, Jennie 
Thanks to both the Jills. 
Thank you Kim and Jean and John and Pat 
VBS was full of thrills. 
Thanks to our awesome youth group 
And to all who brought kids here. 
Please, God, Bless the children 
And bring them back next year. 
 
Certainly the children will be back next 
year ï if one child expressing the wish that 
Vacation Bible School last for 2 weeks 
instead of only four days is any indication! 
 
What an indication of success...... 
 
Enjoy some pictures of the event here and 
see many more in the Selman Room. 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes fr om the Music Director  
 
I hope you have enjoyed our Special 
Music each Sunday so far this summer.  
Thereõs a lot more to come with solos and 
duets from members of our congregation 
and beyond.  We even have members of 
our extended church family scheduled to 
sing real soon.  Be sure to let each of them 
know how much their music adds to our 
services.   
 
Youõve been doing some great singing as 
a congregation.  Keep it up!  
 

Until then, keep on singinõ! 
Your music director, 

Elaine 

  

 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECYCLE  

A box will be placed in the Selman room 
for re-cycling paper such as bulletins and 
any other paper products. 
 

 
Thank you from Jill Lyon to 
all who sent her cards and 
prayed for her during her 
recent recuperation. 
 
 
 



 


