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December 2009 Newsletter 
From the Pastor, 

 Hard to believe the holidays are upon us 

once again!  It seems that this year is passing so 

fast.  Along with the holidays, come memories 

of times that have past.   We all remember 

holiday get togethers with family members who 

are no longer with us.  Wonderful memories 

that they would want us to savor and enjoy.   

 Several members of our faith 

community have suffered losses of family 

members this year, and for them, Christmas 

will bring back many wonderful family times 

that can never be taken away from them.  

 Advent, the four week lead in to 

Christmas, started with the Hanging of the 

Greens last Sunday.  This time of waiting, this 

time of preparation, continues on the Sundays 

in December.  Filled with anticipation, Advent 

is a time to plan and prepare for the wonderful 

Christmas celebration of the birth of the Christ 

child.  It is a good time to look at the scriptures, 

Old Testament and New, that lead up to the 

birth of Jesus. 

 Isaiah is a good place to start.  His 

description of the coming Messiah points to the 

life of Christ that we find in the Gospels.  Take 

a look at Luke to find out about the angels who 

visited Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, and Elizabeth.  

These simple, normal folks have been chosen 

by God to take part in Godôs greatest miracle, 

the birth of the Savior!  They are making 

preparations for the birth of John and his cousin 

Jesus.  Wondering what the future will bring.  

Wondering what God has in store for them. 

 Donôt we all wonder what God has in 

store for us as well?  Advent is a good time to 

think about how God is involved in everything 

we do, as we also prepare once again for the 

birth of the Christ child and his entrance into 

our world.   

 Advent at First Church will be filled 

with opportunities to serve others as well as 

opportunities for fellowship. 

We are supporting several organizations 

this year that help those in need.   

¶ We are collecting toiletries and small 

gift items for The Mental Health gift 

lift.  

¶ Underwear and socks for the 

Westminster Neighborhood Center 

Christmas basket program.  

As far as opportunities to get involved in 

helping others: 

¶ See Jill Null for times when volunteers 

are needed to help pack boxes at Mental 

Health 

¶ Salvation Army bell ringers are needed.  

Dennis Smith is coordinating. 

¶ Helping to prepare for Christmas Basket 

distribution at Westminster 

Neighborhood Center on Friday night, 

December 11
th
.  See Pastor John for 

information on this. 

For fellowship: 

¶ The  Youth Group will go to the IMA 

on December 6 right after church to see 

the ñSacred Spainò art exhibit. 

¶ Our annual Christmas Dinner will be 

December 20
th
 after church. 

¶ December Chili Days will be on the 

second. 

¶ Breakfast with Santa for children of all 

ages will be on Saturday the 12
th
. 

 

YOUTH  GROUP NEWS 

We will meet on the first 3 

Wednesday nights during 

December as we continue to talk 

about prayer and prepare for 

Christmas. 

We will also gather at church on 

Friday night, December 11 at 6 

P.M. to go to Westminster 

Neighborhood Ministries to help 

them set up their Christmas Basket 

program. 

  On Wednesday the 16
th

we will 



¶ Candlelight Christmas Eve Service on 

Thursday evening, the 24
th
 , at 7 pm. 

 

December 2009 promises to be a busy and 

exciting time.  

See you in church. 

Pastor John  

 

 

 
LETTER FROM THE ELDER 

OF THE MONTH ð Richard 

Terheide  
This Advent and Christmas season is a 

season of great joy and wonder. A time of 

miracles. I think of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah who said in chapter 40 Verse 4, ñEvery 

valley shall be exalted. And every mountain 

and hill shall be made low: and the crooked 

shall be made straight, and the rough places 

plainò. Isaiah was speaking of what would 

happen when the savior was born. This passage 

from the Old Testament was used by George 

Handel in The Messiah.  

Many more of our Christmas and 

Advent songs have been inspired by the Bible, 

speaking of the joy of the season and the 

reasons for that happiness. In the eleventh 

century Oô Come, Oô Come Emmanuel was 

written. The first verse saysò O come, O come 

Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. That 

mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God 

appear.ò This song speaks of the many joys that 

will come when Emmanuel is born. In 1742 

George Handel wrote ñJoy to the Worldò. Half 

of the lyrics in this song speak of the 

unbounded joy we feel at the birth of Jesus, 

while the other half of the lyrics tell us of the 

true nature of this infant who is indeed our 

savior. ñAngels We Have Heard on Highò is a 

song that was translated into English between 

1813-1882. This song sings joyfully of the birth 

of the infant Jesus. ñCome Thou Long 

Expected Jesus ñ written by Charles Wesley in 

1744 has one verse that says, ñCome thou long 

expected Jesus , Born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us ; Let us find 

our rest in Thee.ò Clearly this song was meant 

to convey the joyous experienced at the birth of 

Jesus and the reason for that joy. In 1857 John 

Henry Hopkins Jr. wrote ñWe Three Kings of 

Orient Areò Three of the five verses speak of 

the glory and wonder of the new Messiah. The 

remaining two talk of the suffering this new 

born child would have to endure for our 

salvation. In 1868 Phillips Brooks wrote ñO 

Little Town of Bethlehemò This song 

celebrates the birth of Jesus. ñGo, Tell It on the 

Mountainò written between 1872-1925 sings of 

the joy attached to Jesusôs birth. 

Reviewing these popular songs makes 

us aware of the fact that the Word was first and 

then there was the blessed event and then came 

the songs, which tried to recapture the beauty 

and magnitude of the event. This of course is 

very much like Chapter 1 Verses 1-4 of the 

book of John. ñIn the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by him: and without him 

was not any thing made that was made. In him 

was life; and the life was the light of men.ò 

Amidst the worries and extraneous 

events of this Advent and Christmas season let 

us remember the light that shines through in 

our treasured songs and in the overwhelming 

messages of joy, faith, hope and love that are 

available to us every day in the Bible. For unto 

us a child is born, a son is given. 

 

Richard 

ELDERS ON CALL  

The elders on call for December:  

  
Richard Terheide ï 765-565-6418 

_____________________ 
 

ATTENTION  ALL 

SESSION MEMBERS 
 

 The December Session meeting is 

Thursday, December 10 at 7 p.m. 

 



Charôs      

ñO Come, All Ye Faithfulò 

 The Portuguese embassy in London in 

the eighteenth century was the site of the 

performance of many of our fine hymns.  It was 

there that ñAdeste Fidelisò was first sung in 

England.  This was later translated as ñO 

Come, All Ye Faithful.ò  This well known 

hymn was written by J. F. Wade (1711-1786). 

 ñO Come, All Ye Faithful, joyful and 

triumphant, 

   O Come Ye, O Come Ye to 

Bethlehem. 

  Come and behold him, born the King 

of Angels, 

  O Come, let us adore Him, O come, let 

us adore Him, 

  O Come, let us adore Him, Christ the 

Lord.ò 

The Christmas season is rapidly 

approaching.  For us as Christians, it is once 

again time to celebrate the birth of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  I donôt know 

about you, but I know for myself, music speaks 

to me, not only the words, but the music itself.  

As you reflect and prepare your minds for the 

celebration of this season let the songs of 

Christmas and the traditional ñChristmas 

Carolsò, as we know them, speak to your 

hearts. 

The choir will be singing special 

Christmas selections throughout the month of 

December.  The children will be participating 

in the Christmas celebration with us on Sunday, 

December 20
th
. 

I would personally like to wish each and 

every one of you a blessed Christmas and a 

very happy New Year! 

 

As always, keep a song in your hearts. 

 

Char                     

Music Director 

 

 

Christmas Caroling 

We will go Caroling on Friday, Dec 11th  

We will carol at various locations and then come 
back to the church for refreshments.  See the 
bulletin for more information. 

 

Annual Childrenõs Christmas 
Play  

 
The annual Childrenõs Christmas 
play will be performed on Sunday, 
December 20th.   
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While we werenôt looking: 

Our toddlers sharing toys in 
the nurseryé the youth 
answering the church phone 
ñFirst Presbyterian Church, 
how can I help you?òé  
children bringing food to 
adults who arenôt able to visit 
the refreshment table.   

We have joys in our churché 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
DEC 20th 

 
Come join us for a wonderful dinner 
after church on December 20th.  This 
dinner is given in honor of our caring 
and giving congregation.  Without their 
generosity of time, talents and treasure 
throughout the year our church could 
not flourish.  Please come and bring 
your friends and guests! 
 

 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Thursday, Dec 24th 

7 pm 
 

We will be celebrating Communion at 
this service.  All are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING FOR 

Nov 2009  

YOUTH  GROUP NEWS 

We will meet on the first 3 

Wednesday nights during 

December as we continue to talk 

about prayer and prepare for 

Christmas. 

We will also gather at church on 

Friday night, December 11 at 6 

P.M. to go to Westminster 

Neighborhood Ministries to help 

them set up their Christmas Basket 

program. 

  On Wednesday the 16
th

we will 

have a Christmas celebration with 

a Pizza party at Pizza King (or?) 

and other Christmas fun. 

On Sunday, December 6
th

 we will 

leave after church to visit the IMA 

for lunch and the Sacred Spain art 

exhibit.   

We will not meet on  

December 23
rd

 or the 30
th. 

We will resume meeting in 

January. 



Nov   1    Attendance 68   Offering  $2685.25 

Nov   8    Attendance 60   Offering  $1857.35 

Nov 15    Attendance 56   Offering  $1179.00 

Nov 22    Attendance 52   Offering  $  853.00 

Nov 29    Attendance 61   Offering  $  892.00 

 

 

 
December Birthdays 
 

12/06    Wauneta Samuels 

12/17    Susan Terheide 

12/19    Melva Smith 

12/29    Susan Hott 

1230     Dennis Cozatt 

 

     

December Anniversaries 
 

12/12    Roby and Susan Hott 

12/21    Kim and Jean Garvey 

12/21    Larry and Susie Circle 

12/23    John and Patricia Paulson 

 

 

GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

 Susan Hott 
 

SOCIAL HOUR  
We need people to help bake, serve 

and clean up after the Coffee Hour, which 

we have every Sunday following the 

Worship Service.  

 

Remember this should be something simple, 

it does not have to be a meal.  

 

 

 

 

Menõs Breakfast 

 

Saturday Dec. 5 th  

8 am  
 

Food ð Richard Terheide  

Devotions ð Mark Gunnoe  

 

 
Date Change for Chili Days  

Dec 2 nd instead of Dec 9 th   

11 am til 7 pm 

Plan to attend and bring a 

friend!!!  

 

 

Wise Men Still Seek  Him! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         December 2009 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 CHILI DAY    2 3 4 5 

 

 Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
 
Girl Scouts 3-4:30 
Brownies  5:30-7  

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  
5:30 Bible Stud y  
7 p.m.  Choir Prac.  

  Menôs 
Breakfast  
  8 am 

COMMUNION 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

Tri Kappa       
6-8:30 pm 

Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
 
 
 

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  
5:30 Bible Study  
7 p. m.  Choir Prac.  

SESSION 
MEETING 

7 PM 

Christmas 
Caroling  
       

BREAKFAST 
WITH 

SANTA 
9:30 AM 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

 Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
GS Leaders 7:15 

Girl Scouts 3-4:30 
Brownies  5:30-7  

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  
5:30 Bible Study  
7 p.m.  Choir Prac.  

   

CHURCH 
DINNER        20 21 22 23 

COMMUNION      
24 

CHRISTMAS 
25 26 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

  
 
 
 
 

 Candlelight 
Christmas Eve 
Service 7 pm 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

27 
9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  
 

28 
 
 
 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 3-4:30 

 

30 
 
 
 

 

31 
 
 
 
 
   



 

 

 

Get more great calendars with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.  

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php

