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February 2010 Newsletter

From The Pastor:

February marks a turning point in
the church calendar as we leave the
Christmas and Epiphany seasons behind,
and, after a couple of weeks in “ordinary
time”, we begin the forty day period of
Lent..

This year, as always, Lent begins on
Ash Wednesday. We will begin our Lenten
journey with a joint Holy Communion
service with St. Pauls Anglican church as
we did in 2009. This service will also
provide the opportunity for the imposition of
ashes that will be provided by St. Pauls.

Later in the Newsletter, there is an
article from the PCUSA regarding Lent and
the imposition of ashes.

We will be starting a new small
group study on Tuesday, February 2" at
9:30 in the church basement. This
fourteen week video-based program brings
Phillip Yancey’s book, “The Jesus | Never
Knew” to life using clips from many
sources. There will be time for discussion,
some fresh coffee, and plenty of fellowship
available. This free class is open to
anyone interested in learning more about
our savior and what he means in our lives
today.

February, the month of love, the last
full month of winter, and the month that
Lent begins, promises to be an exciting
month at First Presbyterian.

See you in church,
Pastor John

LETTER FROM THE ELDER
OF THE MONTH -
Katherine Harper

“There are always many jobs to be
done around the church and any number of
volunteers can be appointed in a day to do
them. But a person can’t be “appointed” to
be a spiritual leader. Itis a call and a gift
from God.

In ordination we set apart some of
our members in whom we see the gift. Itis
a shame that the church at large feels that
the ministry of the church office is a “job” to
be avoided. Elders are first of all spiritual
leaders — this is a truth that they and whole
church must recognize. In the book of
James 3: 1 we read: Let not many of our
become teachers (that is spiritual guides),
my brethren, for you know that we who
teach shall be judged with greater
strictness.: The role of spiritual leader is a
great challenge and responsibility as well
as a great honor.”

The above is an excerpt from one of
Dean Chapman’s newsletters. | found this
when | was looking back through the
literature in my old session book. Yes, |
am a pack rat who never throws anything
away. It gave new meeting to being a
session members again, and reminded me
that | will be brought to answer some day
for my conduct as a session member.

Would you all keep your leaders and
myself in you prayers. Ask God to confer



upon us every spiritual blessing, because,
when we are blessed, all of you are also
blessed.

As session members, we will ask for
guidance and pray that we do our ultimate
best to serve you and the Lord.

Katherine

(for those who may not know, Dean
Chapman was a former pastor of our
church who has since changed
occupations and is now an MD!)

ELDER ON CALL FOR JANUARY

The elder on call for February:
Katherine Harper : 462-1669

ATTENTION ALL
SESSION MEMBERS

The February Session meeting is
Thursday, February 11" at 7 p.m.

Please keep your our 2010

Session in your prayers
Susan Hensley
Dennis Whitson
Roby Hott
Jill Lyon
Richard Terheide
Deon Hersberger
Jill Null
Jean Garvey
Katherine Harper
Shirley Johns — Clerk of Session
Pastor John — moderator

Stewardship
Per Capita
Every year our church pays Per Capita to
the Presbytery for each member of our
church. Many members make a donation
of their Per Capita so that it does not have

to be paid out of the regular offering. The
Per Capita for 2010 is $27.60.

Annual Congregational
Meeting

February 14, 2010
immediately following worship
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God Gave the Song

You ask me why my heart keeps
singing,

Why | can sing, when things go wrong,
But since | have found the source of
music,

I just can’t help it, God gave the song.

Come walk with me, through fields and
forests,

We’ll climb the hills and still hear that
song,

For even hills resound to music,

They just can’t help it, God gave the
song.

What’s that I hear, I still hear that music,
Day after day, that song goes on,

For once you know the source of music,
You’ll always hear it, God gave the
song.



Lent and Easter are the time to
focus on the purpose of Calvary. The
human SON climbed the dreaded hill to
willingly give his life as the ransom for
all. The Father, from the throne, looked
on with anguish as his beloved suffered
and died for us. God gave the SONg, so
for this Easter season, will you join the
choir in praising God in song for the gift
of his son.

This Easter time the choir will be
presenting the Easter Cantata “Lift High
the Cross.” Pray for us as we prepare to
bless your heart with our songs. Let’s
always remember to “lift high the
cross.”

As always, keep a song in your
heart.

Char

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

On Sunday February 7", 140 million
Americans will tune in to the Super
Bowl football game to watch the
Indianapolis Colts defeat the New
Orleans Saints. (Sorry to all you Drew
Brees fans.) . There will be parties with
abundant  food, friendship  and
fellowship. At the same time,

there will be people worrying about
staying warm, finding shelter and a
warm meal . Please join young people
around the country as they demonstrate
God’s love by loving their neighbors
through the Souper Bowl of Caring. It’s
a simple, yet significant act of caring for
others. Drop $1 (or more) in the soup

pot as you leave worship on January 31%
or February 7"

Don’t forget to bring a can good, too, for
the Food Pantry Box. Those who need
help may not know that you cared, but
God will. And our young people are
developing hearts for giving that can

last a lifetime. Please support their
efforts.

Did You Know:
Chili Days
Riley Days
and the
Strawberry Festival
are more than just
fun and fellowship?
Here is the proof that the special events we
hold every year not only provide fun and
fellowship to us, they also benefit the

community through a wide variety of
mission that we contribute our funds to:

$400.00 Hancock County Food Pantry

$400.00 Edelweiss Equine Assisted
Therapy Center

$400.00 Meals on Wheels

$400.00 Hancock County Community
Foundation Literacy for Life

$400.00 Hancock County Senior Services
$400.00 Mental Health America/ Hancock
$400.00 LOVE INC of Greater Hancock

$400.00 Boys and Girls Clubs of Hancock

$400.00 Hancock County Community
Foundation FUSE Endowment

$400.00 Greater Greenfield Ministerial
Association.



ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING FOR

JANUARY 2010
Attendance  Offering
January 3 41 $2,446.00
January 10 55 $1,098.80
January 17 57 $1,477.20

January 24 53 $ 873.00

February Birthdays
2/01 Jeff Hott

2/04  Anne Bogigian

2/04  Sue Cozatt

2/06 Thomas Warner

2/08 Betty Willard

2/10 Katherine Harper

GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY
Tom and Carole Bloodgood

SOCIAL HOUR

We need people to help bake,
serve and clean up after the Coffee
Hour, which we have every Sunday
following the Worship Service. Please
sign up on the calendar in the kitchen
in the Selman Room.

Remember this should be
something simple, it does not have to
be a meal.

VALENTINE'S DAY DINNER

""Make your heart burn™ is the theme
for the family Valentine dinner set
for February 14, 12:30, right after the
annual congregational meeting,
at the Mexican restaurant
El Rodeo,
north Highway 9
in Greenfield.

See you there amigos.

GO’

COLTS!

“THE JESUS I NEVER KNEW”

There will be a new small group study
starting on Tuesday morning,
February 2, in the church basement.

This video based
discussion series is
designed to increase
our relationship
with Jesus.

Open to all at no
cost, we will meet
for a hour and a
half on Tuesday
mornings for fourteen weeks.

Please come and join us.

PHILIP
YAMNCEY




ASH
WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 17, 2010

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
AS FIRST PRESBYTERIAN AND
ST PAULS ANGLICAN CHURCH
JOINTLY BEGIN THE LENTEN
SEASON WITH
HOLY COMMUNION
AND
IMPOSITION OF ASHES

WHAT IS ASH WEDNESDAY ABOUT?

Ash Wednesday is a day of solemn
assembly that is built right into the church
year. It is a fast day, a day of mourning for
our sin and the sin of all humanity before
God, a recognition of our mortality save for
the grace of God, and a request that the
Lord remember our creation and breathe
new life into our burned-out, dusty lives
once more.

In many ways, Ash Wednesday corresponds
to the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur in that
it is a day of public penance and renewal by
putting our sin to death for the sake of
atonement. For Christians, however, this
atonement comes through Jesus Christ upon
whom our sin was placed, like the ancient
scapegoat on the Day of Atonement in
Leviticus 16. It is Christ, not us by our own
actions, who saves us from the ravages of
sin, and it is upon him that our hope is
placed.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of
Lent, a time in the church calendar where
we undergo a discipline that helps us
become better disciples. Lent was
traditionally a time set aside for
catechumens to learn about the faith before
their Easter baptism. Although you'll hear
people talk about giving something up for
Lent, giving something up for Lent is like
pruning dead branches off a plant so that

energy can be directed toward new growth.
Lent isn't about dying; it's about discipline
so that new life can emerge, which
sometimes means dying to what is dead
(and death-dealing) in and among us so that
there is room for the vigor of new life.

Traditional Ash Wednesday services
include an imposition of ashes, which is the
marking of an ashen cross on our foreheads
with the pastor’s thumb dipped in a little
olive oil mixed with the ashes of last year's
Palm Sunday branches. The elements used
for the imposition of ashes are important to
note. In the ancient world people used ashes
to symbolize their mourning upon a death
and to signify sorrow for their sins. Olive
oil was used to anoint people at death, to
help with childbirth, to light lamps and to
wash. Perfumed olive oil was used to anoint
prophets, priests and kings for service to
God. Notice the double meaning of both the
olive oil and ashes, meanings pertaining to
both life and death. Even ashes, which are
the residue of death, also contain elements
of life in them, for ashes are used for soap
(recalling the washing of baptism). Ashes
are also one of the prime ingredients in
fertilizer used to promote new growth.

The mark of the cross upon the forehead,
like the mark of Cain (Genesis 4), is God’s
mark of grace upon us that we might not die
even though we are obvious sinners.
Indeed, the sign of the cross, spiritually
branded upon us at our baptism, marks us
as God’s own beloved, sealing us against
the deadly power of the Adversary.
Through the grace of Christ, we are
destined ultimately for life, not death.
Though the words during the imposition of
ashes remind us of our mortality
(“Remember that you are dust and to dust
you shall return”), they are uttered
simultaneously with the sign of the cross to
remind us of our baptism into Christ’s
mortal death and life eternal.

From the PCUSA website



Synopsis of the January 2010 Meeting
of the Synod of Lincoln Trails

Eddie Knox, left, and
Katherine Rieder, middle,
are installed by 2009
Synod Moderator Laura
Reason.

(Pastor John and Katherine Rieder are commissioners to the Synod)

New Commissioners

New commissioners are: Marian DeWall and Johanna Sommers, Blackhawk; Jennifer
Burns Lewis and Jack Wilson, Chicago; Maura McGrath Nagle, Great Rivers; Mike
Beaver, Ohio Valley; Laura Johnston and John Swick, Southeastern Illinois; Cheryl
Montgomery, Whitewater Valley. Re-elected commissioners are Bruce Haapalainen,
Wabash Valley and Veltri Taylor, Ohio Valley.

Stated Clerk
Stated Clerk Kim Leech reported. The synod approved the proposed revision of the
guidelines for reviewing presbytery minutes.

Nominating Committee

Katherine Rieder reported for the nominating committee and presented the committee’s
slate of nominees: Eddie Knox, moderator; Katherine Rieder, vice-moderator; Victoria
Curtiss and Phyllis Mueller, PJC; William Frazier, board of directors and Pauline Rowles,
personnel standing committee. The entire slate was elected.

Worship and the Lord’s Supper
Worship included the installation of the new synod moderator and vice-moderator. Eddie
Knox preached on “How Profound is Our Connection?”

Administrative Commission for Presbytery of Midwest Hanmi
John Braden reported for the commission. Details of the commission’s activities will be



included in the minutes of the synod meeting.

Standing Committee on Mission Coordination and Administration

Jan Wilkerson reported for the committee.

» Laurie Williams was elected vice moderator for the committee.

« Jack Wilson and Jan Wilkerson will serve on the leadership development fund
subcommittee.

* Veltri Taylor and MaryMarg Karty will serve on the congregational development
subcommittee. Harriet WIlkins will also participate

* The committee approved themes relating to the synod’s connectedness for 2010
meetings: GA (April), presbyteries (July), congregations (Oct.).

» The committee created a subcommittee for communications and appointed Nate
Rush to the committee. Marta Kramer will staff the committee. Additional members
with expertise in communications will be sought.

Standing Committee on Leadership Development

Nick Shargo reported for the committee.

* The committee will offer a $500 scholarship to the PC(USA) Youth Triennium to
each presbytery in the synod.

» The committee requested and received synod approval to offer the Lord’s Supper at
13 leadership development events in 2010.

Annual Meeting of the Corporation

The synod meeting was adjourned temporarily to allow the annual meeting to
convene. Joy Haning reported for the board of directors.

The board nominated Marylynn Boatright as president of the corporation, Jim Mann
as vice president and Dave Crittenden as secretary/treasurer. The nominees were
elected.

In its January 22 meeting, the board reviewed the 2009 general ledger financial
reports. Budgeted income was almost $111,844 less than expected and budgeted
expense was $72,487 less than expected, leaving budgeted expense over income of
$15,382.



February 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Tri Kappa Companions in 4 p.m. Pray with Men's
. ) ;
6-8:30 pm Christ 9:30 am gf;f Youth Grp Breakfast
5:30 Bible Study 8 am
7 p.m. Choir Prac.
CHILI DAY 11
COMMUNION 7 8 9 10 12 13
9:15 Adult S.S. Girl Scouts Companions in SESSION MTG
10:30 Worship pastor
Girl Scouts 3 —-4:30 |[5p.m.Youth  Grp
1PM St Pauls Brownies 5:30-7 5:30 Bible Study
Anglican 7 p.m. Choir Prac.
14 15 16 Ash 17 18 19 20
9:15 Adult S.S. Tri Kappa S
. 6-8:30 bm Wednesday
10:30 Worship . P .
11:30 Annual Mtg. . 7 P.M. Service
12:00 El Rodeo Brownies 5:30-7 With St. Paul’s
1PM StPauls
Anglican
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:15 Adul tS.S. Girl Scouts Companions in
10:30 Worship Christ 9:30 am 4 p.m. Pray with
pastor
/ip'\l/.' StPauls Girl Scouts 3 —4:30 g;gbméiglc;ugu%;p
ngiican 7 p.m. Choir Prac.
28 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:15 Adult S.S. Companions in

10:30 Worship

1PM St
Anglican

Pauls

Christ 9:30 am

4 p.m. Pray with
pastor

5 p.m. Youth Grp
5:30 Bible Study

7 p.m. Choir Prac.




