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January 2010 Newsletter

January 2010
From the Pastor,

Isn’t it comforting to know that God
continues to be with us year after year! It
doesn’t matter to God if it is 2009 or 2010,
God’s promises continue to offer us hope
for the future. Even though our culture
changes as the vyears pass, God’s
steadfast love never changes. Whether we
are in leisure suits or three piece suits, or
even bathing suits, God loves us and
supports us.

The scripture that we read on
Sunday, December 27 from Paul’s letter to
the Colossians, carries a wonderful
message to all of us as we start this new
year. Like God’s love, it is a timeless
message to Christians in all times and all
places.

In Colossians 3: 12 — 17, Paul tells
us to “clothe ourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. To bear with each other and
forgive whatever grievances we may have
against one another. To forgive as the Lord
forgives us. And over all these virtues we
should put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity.”

He adds that we should let the
peace of Christ rule in our hearts and that
we should be thankful.

What wonderful advice for the start
of a brand new yeatr!

A brand new year, that, like other
new years, will see new members joining
our Session at First Presbyterian. As we

say “farewell” to Dennis Smith, Salli
Williams, and Terry Null, we welcome from
last year’s session, returning Elders Dennis
Whitson,  Susan  Hensley, Richard
Terheide, Roby Hott, and Deon
Hersberger. We also will welcome
Katherine Harper, who has served on our
session in the past, and Jill Null and Jean
Garvey who will be ordained as first-time
Presbyterian Elders.

This is a time of year to take stock
and to plan for the future. 2010 will be a
wonderful year!

See you in church,
Pastor john

A SPECIAL
THANKS!

Pat and | would like to say
“thank you” to all of our First
Presbyterian family and friends for
the wonderful Christmas greetings
and gifts that we received.

We are blessed to be part of
such a caring and giving
community.

Pat and John




LETTER FROM THE ELDER
OF THE MONTH -

Dennis Whitson
Another clean slate! Every January 1st, as
we put up clean calendar, we look at it as a
chance to start anew. Make a few of those
changes we have been meaning to do, but
never got around to. Of course each new
morning is also a start of a new day, but
somehow the start of a new year seems
much more important. Whether it is a plan
to lose a few pounds, exercise more
regularly, read more, or finish some of
those projects around the house; there are
always improvements we could all make in
the way we live our lives. As you spend a
few moments around the start of this new
decade planning changes, give some
thought on how you could make
improvements to your spiritual life as well.
It could be reading the Bible more

regularly, attending a Bible Study, praying
more often, starting a daily devotional, or
spending more time helping those in need.
As you plan to make positive changes in
your life, remember to include positive
changes in your spiritual life.

Dennis

ELDER ON CALL FOR JANUARY
The elders on call for January:

Dennis Whitson — 462-3836

ATTENTION ALL
SESSION MEMBERS

The January Session meeting is

YOUR 2010 SESSION

Returning Members
Susan Hensley
Dennis Whitson
Roby Hott
Jill Lyon
Richard Terheide
Deon Hersberger

New Members
Jill Null
Jean Garvey
Katherine Harper

Stewardship
Per Capita

Every year our church pays Per Capita to
the Presbytery for each member of our
church. Many members make a donation
of their Per Capita so that it does not have
to be paid out of the regular offering. The
Per Capita for 2010 is $27.60.

Annual Giving

For the past three years our church giving
has fallen a few thousand dollars below our
church expenses. Session has worked to
restrain our expenses, but costs like
insurance and utilities do creep up year
after year. While we expect to have
slightly increased expenses in 2010, so far
our pledges are about 2% behind pledges
for 2009. If you have not yet made your
pledge for 2010, please do so today.
Below is a pledge form that you can mail
in to the church or place in the offering
plate.

Pledge of Giving in 2010 to First Presbyterian
Church of Greenfield

Thursday, 21% at 7 p.m.

I am planning to give weekly, monthly, or yearly
yearly(circle one) to support our church and its missions.

Name Phone
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“Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin
with me. Let there be Peace on earth, the peace
that was meant to be. With God as our Father,
Christians all are we. Let us walk with each
other in perfect harmony. Let peace begin with
me; let this be the moment now. With every
step | take, let this be my solemn vow: to take
each moment and live each moment in peace
eternally. Let there be peace on earth and let it
begin with me.” (Let There Be Peace On
Earth” by Jill Jackson, Sy Miller)

Can you believe another year is
dawning? 2010 is just beginning! This is the
time of year for our New Year’s resolutions!”
This year I’'m going to do it! I’m going to shed
those extra pounds. I'm going to walk that
mile every day." What we are all really saying
is that we are going to strive to better our
health; so something good for ourselves.
That’s awesome! Can we do something good
for ourselves to better our “Spiritual Health” as
well?

God can speak through music to each
one of us in his own way. Perhaps one of your
New Year’s Resolutions could be to join with
me in praying for our choir that we will
continue to be a blessing and glorify God
through song.

The choir will be doing an Easter
Cantata this year. Rehearsals will begin mid-
January. New voices are always welcome.
Come, receive a blessing while blessing others!
On Sunday, January 31%, we will be having an
old fashioned “Hymn Sing” during our worship
service. Please submit your favorite hymns in
the music request box by Sunday, Jan. 24™.

May God richly bless each one of you
throughout the New Year.

Always keep a song in your heart!

Char

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

Our youth will hold soup pots at church doors
on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday,

February 7, 2010. They will join young people
in churches across the country to collect
money for those who are hungry and hurting.
In 2009, over 13,000 groups participated in the
Souper Bowl of Caring generating over $10
million. All of the money collected is donated
to a charity selected by the youth group. None
of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl of
Caring headquarters. Organizers only ask that
each participant report their collection so
national totals can be determined and
announced. Since the Souper Bowl! of Caring
began in 1990, more than $60 million has gone
to help people in need. Please support the
youth of our church
nei ghbor gngyodr golladintte poup
pot on February 7"

1%' Presbyterian Church Men’s
Club Allocations 2009

This coming year when you are working at
the strawberry festival or the chili days,
remember the following list and how our
community is blessed by these efforts:

$400.00 Hancock County Food Pantry

$400.00 Edelweiss Equine Assisted
Therapy Center

$400.00 Meals on Wheels

$400.00 Hancock County Community
Foundation Literacy for Life

$400.00 Hancock County Senior Services

$400.00 Mental Health America/ Hancock

$400.00 LOVE INC of Greater Hancock

$400.00 Boys and Girls Clubs of Hancock

$400.00 Hancock County Community
Foundation FUSE Endowment



$400.00 Greater Greenfield Ministerial

Association
$150.00 Mr. Glenn Orr
$150.00 Ms. Char Heiden
$150.00 Mrs. Hazel Fletcher
$4450.00

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING FOR

Dec ember 2009

December 6 Atten 63 Offering $2307.00
December 13 Atten 50 Offering $5694.00
December 20 Atten 65 Offering $ 2006.86
December 24 Atten 122 Offering $ 428.00
December 27 Atten 44 Offering $ 3085.00

January Birthdays

1/08
1/08
1/09
1/12
1/18
1/25
1/26

Susie Circle
Emma King
Frances Hibray
Bob Bogigian
Tom Bloodgood
Roy Hibray
Jeanine Bray

January Anniversaries

1/01
1/04
1/30
1/31

Jim and Wauneta Samuels
Frank and Julie Chandler
Frank and Betty Willard
Mark and Robyn Gunnoe

GREETERS FOR JANUARY

Salli Williams and Rita Trinkle

SOCIAL HOUR

We need people to help bake, serve

and clean up after the Coffee Hour, which
we have every Sunday following the
Worship Service. Please sign up on the

calendar in the kitchen in the Selman Room.

Remember this should be something simple,
it does not have to be a meal.

UNITED STATES CENSUS

‘mjfm’fm/m

2010 CENSUS
The 2010 Census is important! It
determines the distribution of $300 billion
annually of government funding for critical
community services. It generates
thousands of jobs across the country.

Your support matters! Only short forms will
be sent out for this census. All information
is kept confidential.

Feb — Mar 2010 Forms will be mailed out

April 1, 2010 Deadline for returning forms

Apr — July 2010 Visits to houses that did
not return forms by mail

Youth Group visits the IMA December ‘09

Church Officer Training for all elders
will be held either Saturday January 23
or Saturday January 30 in the church
basement. Rev. Peggy McDonald will
lead our training this year.




January 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
Men’s
Breakfast
8 am
COMMUNION 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9:15 Adult S.S. Companions in
10:30 Worship pastor
5 p.m. Youth Grp
1PM St Pauls Brownies 5:30-7 5:30 Bible Study
Anglican 7 p.m. Choir Prac.
10 11 12 | CHILI DAYS 13 14 15 16
9:15 Adult S.S. .
Girl Scouts 3-4:30
10:30 Worship
1PM StPauls 5:30 Bible Study
Anglican 7 p. m. Choir Prac.
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:15 Adult S.S. Tri Kappa Companions in SESSION MTG
10:30 Worship 6-8:30 pm Christ 9:30 am 3;’3& Pray with 7pm
1 PIY-I St Pauls Brownies 5:30-7 g:gbméi\éﬁeutsflu%;p
Anglican 7 p.m. Choir Prac.
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:15 Adult S.S. Companions in

10:30 Worship

1PM St Pauls
Anglican

6pm SP Council
Mtg i Selman RM

Christ 9:30 am

Girl Scouts 3-4:30

4 p.m. Pray with
pastor

5 p.m. Youth Grp
5:30 Bible Study

7 p.m. Cho ir Prac.




