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From the Pastor, 

 

 “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

and into his courts with praise.  Give thanks to 

him and praise his name.  For the Lord is 

good and his love endures forever; his 

faithfulness continues through all 

generations.”   

 The psalmist leads us into the month of 

November with a call to come to God in prayer.  

Not only with a prayer asking God for 

something, but to come to God in thanksgiving 

for all God does, has done, and will continue to 

do for us.   

How comforting it is to know that 

God’s faithfulness, God’s steadfast love, God’s 

amazing grace will continue forever and ever, 

through all the many generations!   

It is equally comforting to know that we 

can approach God without fear; that we can 

approach God in prayer and not be afraid that 

God will ignore us or make fun of us.  I mean, 

God is God, and we…well, we are not.  Yet, 

throughout the Bible we are told that we can 

come to God with our needs and our requests, 

and that God will pay attention to us. 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that we 

can “approach the throne of grace with 

confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help us in our time of need.” 

So, what does that really mean to us?  

Why is it important that we can approach God 

with confidence?  In fact, why is it important 

that we can approach God at all? 

Well, God is God, and, well, we are not.  

God is in charge.  In control.  God created 

everything. 

We are here.  We are living on the earth 

that God created; enjoying all  

the good things that come with creation.  The 

beautiful colors of the leaves; the wonderful 

sunsets and sunrises; the majesty of Creation.  

We are enjoying God’s grace in our lives; grace 

that comes without a price tag; grace that 

comes no matter what we do, or what we don’t 

do. 

Can we repay God for all God’s 

goodness?  Are we expected to repay God for 

all God’s goodness? 

The basic answer is no, and yes. 

No, there is no way we can repay God 

for what God does for us.  That is why we call 

it “grace”.   

But, we can show that we love and 

respect God by coming to God in prayer.  Of 

course that is what Thanksgiving Day, the 

celebration on November 26
th

, is a day set aside 

by our government as a day of thanksgiving.  It 

is also a day recognized by our church as a day 

to say “thanks” to God for all God has done, is 

doing, and will continue to do, for us. 

When we come to God in thanksgiving, 

we recognize that God is God, and we…well, 



we are not.  When we come to God we admit, 

whether we realize it or not, that God is in 

control of our universe and our lives.  We 

accept God’s grace and accept the fact that 

God, not us, is in control. 

Prayer is a major part of our spiritual 

life.  We can, and should, spend part of every 

day in prayer for ourselves and for others. 

Prayer offers comfort to us, as well as comfort 

to others that we are praying for.  Prayer offers 

us an opportunity to speak with God, our 

powerful, awesome, God.  We can approach 

God’s throne with confidence;  knowing that 

God loves us, and is waiting for us to come to 

him. 

See you in church.  

                    Pastor John 

 

 
LETTER FROM THE ELDER 

OF THE MONTH ð  

Terry Null  
Easter in October 

When I came home from work the other 

day, Jill told me that our cat Sanchez had had 

unexpectedly passed away. Just that morning 

Shanchez had been purring away as I left for 

work. I had a relationship with Sanchez that 

began with less than total acceptance. Now that 

she is gone I see that it had evolved into love 

and respect. 

Sanchez showed up as a kitten on our 

doorstep 6 years ago as we were headed out for 

Christmas Eve Church Service. It was a bitter 

cold night, the coldest of the year, the type of 

night that amazes me that anything outdoors 

can survive.  Under theses circumstances how 

could I not break my steadfast rule of 

absolutely no cats? Besides, she would find her 

way back to wherever she came from the next 

day as long we did not feed her. We had to 

bring her in from the cold on this of all nights. 

By the next mourning instead of the kitten 

being gone, my most prized possession was 

gone. A fantastic ivy bonsai of a rare genetic 

variety developed at Purdue, had not survived 

the night with the kitten. I had trained the ivy 

for 15 years and it looked great, I spent time 

with it every day; I had plans for its 

development that spanned the next 40 years. 

My bonsai collection gradually diminished due 

to involvement with the growing kitten. 

Needless to say, this did not help our 

relationship. It’s like she was jealous of 

anything that received my attention. 

I caught a mouse in the basement. Now was the 

time to see how she would react to the mouse. 

She completely ignored it. The rest of my 

family knew that Sanchez was not my best 

friend, and they teased me about her 

relentlessly. Every birthday and every 

Christmas my cards and gifts consisted of cat 

items, purring cat cards, cat fancy magazine, 

cat toys, etc. Even though I was cool to the cat, 

she seemed to think the whole world revolved 

around me. She was my biggest fan. Sanchez 

would run across the field to greet me and 

wrapped herself around my feet whenever I 

went outdoors, she would follow me 

everywhere. She would spring an ambush on 

me almost every lap I made while jogging in 

the driveway. 

Sanchez grew a little older still. The 

next springtime Sanchez finally received my 

respect as a fierce wild thing. She turned into a 

great hunter. This was appalling and fascinating 

at the same time. She would leave birds as 

thank-you notes on the fount porch.  She 

dragged rabbits constantly into the garage; 

some as big as she was, and then sat down to 

consume them. We always had to watch where 

we stepped. 

Life and Death are the great mystery. I 

know that we and all the animals are here 

through the grace of God. Death forces us to 

confront the fact that there are things that we 

just do not know. I hope I will see Sanchez, 

former pets, family, and friends that have 



passed away once again. I will trust in God to 

take care of the things I can never know. 

I went out to the garden to look for some 

flowers to put on Sanchez’s grave, which I had 

just dug. The prospects were not good. Last 

night was the first hard frost- it seemed fitting- 

every flower and tender thing that was alive 

and vibrant yesterday was now brown and 

dead. I would try anyway. In a back corner of 

the garden that I had forgotten about I found a 

flowering Easter Lilly. It was untouched from 

the cold. The symbolism as a risen miracle did 

not escape me. I took that very same Lilly 

home following Easter this year from the 

sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church and 

planted it. A rabbit soon chewed the Lilly down 

to the ground and I never ever expected to see 

it again, especially not now! The lord givith 

and the Lord taketh away. I sometimes find 

comfort in knowing that there are things I can 

not know and therefore must leave totally in 

God’s hands. 

 

Terry Null 

 

ELDERS ON CALL  

The elders on call for November:  

  

Terry Null 765-345-9563 and 
Jill Lyon 894-1648  
 

_____________________ 
 

ATTENTION ALL 

SESSION MEMBERS 

 
 The Nobember Session meeting is 

Thursday, November 12 at 7 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

MISSION NEWS 
 

High Five for Five for Five 

 

Give your follow congregationalist a 
high five! They are part of a Five for 
Five church. How are we a Five for 
Five? We receive the four special 
churchwide offerings (Pentecost 
Offering, One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Peacemaking Offering, and 
Christmas Joy Offering) as well as 
contribute to basic mission support.  
 
Thank you sincerely to all whom 
contributed to these special 
offerings. The theme of this yearôs 
One Great Hour of Sharing was 
ñWhere is your treasure?ò For, as 
Jesus told the multitude in the 
Sermon on the Mount, where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. Clearly, your hearts are in the 
ministries of healing, compassion, 
and justice that your gifts will 
support. 
 
We recently received a letter from 
the Presbyterian Church General 
Assembly Mission Council that 
stated: at a time when most 
Americans are feeling some 
economic pinch due to the global 
economic crisis, the impact of the 
same crisis on our sisters and 
brothers who lack any economic 
cushion is often literally a matter of 
life and death. So especially at a 
time when many Presbyterians may 
be cutting back on their giving ñweò 
want to thank you for your generous 
gifts. May the spirit of thanksgiving 
with which you gave it continue to 
overflow abundantly within both your 



own lives individually and that of 
your congregation. 
 
Our final special offering for the year 
will be the Christmas Joy Offering 
received on the Sunday before 
Christmas. The theme is ñWhat child 
is this?ò While at this season itôs 
easy to think of the baby Jesus as 
simply a sweet and holy presence 
radiating light from the manger, the 
whole of the Gospels and of history 
tells another story. This child is the 
way Godôs love bursts into our lives 
and history in a way that leaves us to 
share it ever more widely. More on 
this offering later. 
 
Terry Null 

 

Char’s      

 

October 26
th

, 2009 

Psalm 96, Verse 1, 2 

“Sing to the Lord a New Song; Sing to 

the Lord all the Earth” 

“Sing to the Lord, Praise his Name; 

Proclaim his Salvation day after day.” 

 

What a beautiful Fall we have 

experienced, and Thanksgiving is just 

around the corner. It is hard for me to 

believe that I have been here for a whole 

month. I feel truly blessed each and 

every Sunday. I am so very proud of the 

choir! They are off to a great start! We 

are beginning to prepare our music for 

the Christmas season. All voices are 

welcome! Come join us! 

 

There are two up-coming events that I’m 

sure you won’t want to miss. 

 

On Sunday, November 22
nd

, a 

Choral/Music Festival is being held at 

Park Chapel Christian Church from 

6:00-7:30 p.m. Our choir will be singing 

a special music selection, and will also 

be participating in the “All Mass” choir 

number joining with various other choirs 

in our community. 

 

A dinner will be served from 4:00-5:15 

p.m. The cost is $5.00 per person 

(including children). Come and enjoy 

dinner, a night of great music, and an 

evening of good Christian fellowship. 

 

On Sunday, November 29
th

, we will be 

celebrating the beginning of Advent. 

During our worship service, we will be 

decorating our church for the Christmas 

season. There will be a variety of special 

music selections. 

 

Don’t forget to place your favorite 

“Music Request” in our beautiful music 

box (made by Ralph Scroggins), which 

is located in the back of the Sanctuary. 

Listen for them during our worship 

services. 

 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Always keep a song in your heart! 

Char 

 

 

Char                     

Music Director 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCH DINNER 
NOV 15TH 

 
Drinks, meat and rolls will be furnished. 
Please bring a dish that is always on 
your table for your families 
Thanksgiving celebration! 
 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFER ING FOR 

Oct 2009  

October    4  Attendance 46  Offering $2989.44 

October  11  Attendance 46  Offering $1658.00 

October  18  Attendance 57  Offering $  805.65 

October  25  Attendance 47  Offering $1777.48 

 

 
November Birthdays 
 

11/02    June Caldwell 

11/04    Richard Terheide 

11/06    Larry Circle 

11/09    John Pike 

11/10    Annette Trinkle 

11/12    Frank Willard 

11/19    Ben Hersberger 

11/19    Patricia Paulson 

11/21    Verla Davis 

11/21    Justice Warner 

11/25    Robyn Gunnoe 

11/26    Meri Null 

11/29    Sheila Hersberger 

     

November Anniversaries 
 

No November Anniversaries 

Youth Group 
 

Our youth group took a trip on Sunday 

afternoon, October 18
th

 after church to 

the Lark Corn Maze on North Meridian 

Road. We had a great time and enjoyed 

the corn and the sun as we 

fellowshipped together.  On the way 

back to church, we stopped and 

welcomed Tom and Carol Foster back to 

Greenfield. 

 
   Ian, Rachel, Justice, Sarah, Haley, Kara 

 

 
    Justice, Kara, Sarah, Ian, Rachel, Haley 

 

 
                             JILL!  

 



 

GREETERS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

 June Paterson and Myrtle Bray 
 

SOCIAL HOUR  
We need people to help bake, serve 

and clean up after the Coffee Hour which 

we have every Sunday following the 

Worship Service.  

 

Remember this should be something simple, 

it does not have to be a meal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 
Looking for any volunteers to 
babysit on Wednesday night 
between 5:30 and 6:30PM 
during Bible Study.   See Jill 
Lyon if you feel the calling to 
help out.  
 

Riley Day Festival Report  
 

Thank you to all who helped 

make the Annual Chicken and 

Dumplin event a success.  We 

were able to clear over $1500.  

The Session decided to give 

$500 to the youth group and 

the remainder to our Past orõs 

discretionary fund .   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Companions in Christ 

Tuesday Morning at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Pastor John will be starting a new 

small group study to help us get 

ready for Christmas this year, 

using a resource entitled: 

“Christmas from the Backside” 

 

           
 

We will begin an eight-week 

informal study on Tuesday 

morning at 9:30 on November 3, 

and finish up on December 22. 

 

Everyone is welcome.  There will 

be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board in the Selman Room. 

Thanks From the Pastor 

 

 I want to thank you for your 

wonderful and thoughtful gift card to 

Borders’ Bookstore.  I appreciate the 

opportunity that God has given me to serve 

you as your pastor.   

 The past eight and one half years 

have gone so fast, too fast, in fact.  It seems 

like only yesterday that I sat behind the 

pulpit for the first time and looked at the 

bulletin and realized that I was going to 

read two scriptures, talk to the children and 

then preach a sermon; it seemed 

impossible! 

 Well, it worked, and I am so 

thankful that I heard, and answered God’s 

call to First Presbyterian! 

 God works in amazing and 

wonderful ways.   Pastor John 



 



         November 2009 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

COMMUNION 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

Tri Kappa       
6-8:30 pm 

Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
 
Girl Scouts 3-4:30 
Brownies  5:30-7  

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  
5:30 Bible Study  
7 p.m.  Choir Prac.  

  Menôs 
Breakfast  
  8 am 

8 9 10 CHILI DAY    11 12 13 14 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

 Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
 
 
 

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  
5:30 Bible Study  
7 p.m.  Choir Prac.  

SESSION 
MEETING  
  7 PM 

  

CHURCH 
DINNER        15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

Tri Kappa       
6-8:30 pm 

Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
 
Girl Scouts 3-4:30 
Brownies  5:30-7  

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  

5:30 Bible Study  
7 p.m.  Choir Prac.  

   

Community 
Music Event 22 23 24 

Office closed 
26/27             25 Thanksgiving 26 27 28 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  

 Companions in 
Christ   9:30 am 
 
 
 
 

4 p.m. Pray with 
pastor  
5 p.m. Youth Grp  
5:30 Bible Study  
7 p.m.  Choir Prac.  

 

  

Hanging of the 
Greens         29 

9:15 Adult S.S.  
 
10:30 Worship  
 
1 PM  St Pauls  
Anglican  
 

30 
 

 

     
 

 
Get more great calendars with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.  

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php

